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1. Introduction
Toronto Centre is one of the most diverse and populous ridings in Ontario and is comprised of
many different neighbourhoods. Each neighbourhood has its own unique characteristics, assets,
challenges and needs. Given the diversity and complexity of these neighbourhoods, a
Community Action Plan was initiated in order to understand and address these challenges, while
maximizing each neighbourhood’s assets. Drawing on the strengths of these neighbourhoods
and engaging its residents, the end result will be a comprehensive plan aimed at serving as a
guideline for the types of changes that should occur in Toronto Centre over the next 5, 10 and
15 years to address critical challenges. These individual neighbourhood plans will seek to
connect the needs of our neighbourhoods with the resources, assets and tools we can use to
make improvements.
In this document, the neighbourhood of St. Lawrence is discussed in the second half of the
report and is based on feedback received at our first meeting in November 2010. A copy of this
report can be found on the Toronto Centre Community Action Plan website:
http://torontocentreplan.org

2. Why a Community Action Plan?
There are many reasons why Toronto Centre needs an integrated action plan. The rational for
this plan includes:
•
•
•
•

Developing long-term solutions for critical challenges
Fully exploring the assets of our community
Reducing the ‘silo’ effect between government initiatives (These sound less like “Why”
answers and more like objectives)
Increasing the available resources for housing, health care, and infrastructure

The Components of the Community Action Plan
To help address the challenges of the neighbourhoods in Toronto Centre, the Community Action
Plan will be broken down into three components:
•
•
•

A compelling vision built from the authenticity of the neighbourhood
A series of projects and objectives that can be achieved in the short, medium, and longterm to be outlined in the final CAP document
Community Action Plan Partnership groups will be created with the help of residents
which will seek to implement the plan
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A detailed GIS map and data resource website that will compile all of the available data
for Toronto Centre and information on all of the current plans. This website would act as
a virtual townhall and allow residents to provide feedback for their neighbourhoods

3. Guiding Principles
In order to ensure the success of the Community Action Plan, we are committed to:
•
•
•
•
•

The plan will be a collaborative effort with other elected representatives and
neighbourhoods
The plan will encourage neighbourhood partnerships between institutions, non-profits,
businesses, labour and residents.
Continuing to work with the residents of each neighbourhood to enhance our
understanding of the opportunities and constraints
Establishing a stronger relationship with community organizations, institutions and
agencies to learn about neighbourhood assets and opportunities
Utilize the following community indicators to focus ideas, suggestions and
recommendations for the community:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biodiversity, Resilience and Nature
Health, Wellness and Aging
Culture, Art, Identity, Participation and Cultural Competency
Children and Youth Led Development
Energy, Mobility, Water, Connectivity and Sustainability
Housings, Jobs and Investment
Education and Life Long Learning

4. Objectives of the CAP
The Community Action Plan will seek to address a number of different objectives at both the
provincial and community level:

Government Objectives
A seamless relationship between all three levels of government is essential. As a result, there
are three basic questions the CAP will address:
1) What is the Government currently doing in Toronto Centre to support the
community? Investments, support and resources.
2) What are the needs of Toronto Centre and how can the Government address them?
New programs, funding, better use of existing resources, shifting the focus to new
projects.
2
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3) How can the Government better address the needs of Toronto Center by using a
Community Action Plan?

Community Objectives
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support an overall vision for Toronto Centre over the next 25 years
Provide information on where the community needs are located and what types of
needs the community has
Provide a clear set of priorities for key community projects
Offer synergies between existing plans and find gaps between plans
Create opportunities for leveraging community assets, resources and government
investments
Provide a planning framework and goals for community members and institutions to
collaborate

Institutional and Agency Objectives
•

The CAP will allow institutions to collaborate on capital projects and better align service
delivery with community needs.

Financial Objectives
•
•
•
•

Enhance efficacy of programs by better aligning services, service providers and
resources
Reduce overlap and build capacity
Collaboration on capital projects
Leverage greater public and private sector investment by the location of capital
infrastructure projects

In November 2010, we completed Phase 1 of the Community Action Plan by meeting with the
first five neighbourhoods – Corktown/Distillery District, St. James Town, St. Lawrence,
Cabbagetown and Regent Park. In these community consultative meetings, we asked residents
to define their communities, identify assets and challenges and offer ideas and suggestions to
make them a better place to live, work and play.
The following document is a brief overview of the results of Phase 1 of the Community Action
Plan for Toronto Centre. The Office of Glen Murray would like to thank the residents for their
valued contribution in developing this document.
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5. Toronto Centre: A Hub of Activity
New Investment in Toronto Centre
Since 2003, there has been over $4 Billion spent in Toronto Centre on capital projects. The
following list outlines some of the critical investments that have been made.

Affordable Housing
The provincial government is dedicated to ensuring every family in Ontario has access to an
adequate standard of living. Affordable housing is necessary in order to meet the needs of
families living in low-income neighbourhoods.
In 2009/10, the province invested $3,000,000 in the Regent Park Redevelopment to allow for
the provision of 80 homeownership units under the Affordable Housing 2009 Extension.
To date, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing has invested $46,000,000 in the Regent
Park Redevelopment.

Pan American Games
The City of Toronto is in the midst of preparing to host the Pan American Games in 2015. The
Pan American Games will not only strengthen our economy through revenue generated by
tourism, but also through the creation of numerous jobs pertaining to the games.
Corktown and the surrounding area are due to experience the most significant changes as main
village for these games will be located in the eastern portion of Corktown, in an area that is
known as the West Donlands. The provincial government has provided $621,000,000 for the Pan
Am Games and the development of this village will bring a significant injection of market rate
and affordable housing, community facilities and an increase in park land.
The provincial government will assume responsibility as guarantor for any deficit that is incurred
as a result of the Pan American Games.

Waterfront
The waterfront of Toronto is seeing significant change and is moving towards being a more
desirable place to live and visit, as former industrial lands along the waterfront are now being
transformed into institutions, parks, businesses and residential developments. The revitalization
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of Toronto’s Waterfront is one of the City’s top priorities. This city beautification initiative will
focus on major intensification of a generally underutilized waterfront, thereby attracting both
Torontonians and tourists alike.
The Ontario government recently invested $1,000,000 towards the development of Sherbourne
Common. Costs included site preparation, design and construction and a water channel and UV
Purification facility.
The George Brown Health Sciences campus is currently under construction on Queens Quay
Blvd. When completed, it will provide a catalyst for community activity along the waterfront and
will bring many people and services to the area. A number of health focused programs will be
the foundation of this new building and it will look to introduce more health related
professionals into the local workforce. Included in the building will be health clinics for the
community and educational opportunities for all those that live in Toronto. The increased
activity that the new campus will bring has great potential to spur economic activity in the area
for current and future businesses, while providing yet another post-secondary education option
for residents of the area.
The provincial government also invested $5,500,000 towards the development of Waters Edge
Promenade.

Health Care
Universal health care for all is what makes Canada unique. In these increasingly stringent times,
the province is committed to ensuring equal health care for all Ontarians.
In 2009/10, the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care invested heavily in St. Michael’s Hospital
and the University Health Network, totalling approximately $427,500,000 and $815,800,000
respectively.
Since 2009, the province has invested approximately $30,600,000 in other health care facilities
in Toronto Centre, including Grace Hospital, Fife House ($1,981,000) and Casey House Hospice
($4,629,400). $7,250,000 has been invested in Sherbourne Health Centre that will provide base
and operating funding for Community Mental Health the Chronic Disease Management Diabetes
Program.
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Education
Investing in education is critical to the success of our children’s future endeavours. Daylong
learning will seek to meet the needs of our children by focusing on their strengths and
weaknesses. In turn, this will lead to an eventual increase in graduation rates at both the
secondary and postsecondary level and an overall improvement in Ontario’s education system.
Since 2009, the Ontario government has invested approximately $3,000,000 in elementary
schools throughout Toronto Centre.
As part of the Provincial government’s initiative to introduce full-day kindergarten across the
province, investments of ($40,000) have been made to Our Lady of Lourdes to accommodate
these changes. By having more child care options in the area, parents will have a greater
opportunity to work and children will have an earlier opportunity to be in school.
The Provincial government has invested ($2,935,000) in Jarvis Collegiate to allow for renovations
on the building. Focusing on energy efficiency and providing a better learning environment,
these renovations will allow for the facility to stay up to date with current standards.
The provincial government has also made major investments in George Brown College and
Ryerson University, totalling approximately $470,000,000.
Additional investments include the Ontario Literacy Coalition, which is dedicated to improving
literacy rates throughout the province. The Ontario Literacy Coalition will receive $90,000,000
over the next two years to expand literacy and basic skills training in Ontario.

Tourism and Culture
The City of Toronto is one of the most culturally diverse cities in the world, which enables us to
attract millions of tourists each year. Recent investments made by the provincial government
will seek to ensure that Ontario is considered the cultural hub of Canada.
Since 2006, the Ministry of Tourism and Culture has invested approximately $16,000,000 in
cultural institutions in Toronto Centre, including the Canadian Opera Company, the Canadian
Stage Company and the Canadian National Ballet School.
Additional investments include programs and initiatives created by the YMCA of Greater
Toronto and the development of the Regent Park Arts and Cultural Centre, totalling
approximately $955,000 and $12,000,000 respectively.
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Aboriginal Affairs
Aboriginal peoples account for one of the most vulnerable minorities in the province. The
Ontario government has made recent investments to ensure that Aboriginal peoples are
equipped with the tools and resources needed to meet their unique needs.
Since 2005, the Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs has invested approximately $153,600 in the
Toronto Council Fire Native Cultural Centre. The cultural centre will help facilitate relationship
building between Aboriginal peoples and the province.
The Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs has also invested $10,000 in Anishnawbe Health Toronto,
which is designed to meet the health care needs of Aboriginal peoples.

Transit
The City of Toronto has a population of over 4 million people and current developments and
intensification within and around the Greater Golden Horseshoe will have a significant effect on
our transportation needs. With that being said, the Greater Toronto Area requires an integrated
transportation system that will get people where they need to go in a fast, safe and efficient
manner.
In 2007, the provincial government unveiled Transit City, which will allow for major extensions
from the downtown core to York Region, Hamilton and Pearson Airport, to name a few, as well
as new streetcars, buses and subway trains. The Ministry of Transportation has promised $9.3
billion towards the development and implementation of Transit City.

Recreational Services
One of the main focal points of the Ontario government is strong family ties and ensuring that
people feel a sense of community. The province is working hard to ensure that families have a
place to gather and partake in extracurricular activities.
As part of the Regent Park Redevelopment, the Ministry of Infrastructure recently invested
$12,000,000 in the Regent Park Aquatic Centre. The new aquatic centre will not only provide
families with a place participate in recreational activities, but will also create a number of jobs in
the area.

Policy and Planning
Toronto Centre is a complex community and there are many existing and proposed plans and
initiatives in place. The Community Action Plan seeks to look for ways to tie these plans together
so that there are synergies and strategic linkages between all of these plans.
7
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A list of existing and proposed plans can be found in Appendix A.

6. Riding Strengths and Challenges
Toronto Centre: A Vibrant Civil Society
Neighbourhood Groups
Integral to any community plan is the inclusion of those who make up the neighbourhoods,
communities and groups in a given area. Toronto Centre is currently home to a wide range of
residents, who compliment the diverse business community that has taken root in the area.
These residents have united across the riding to create a collection of resident associations,
which are as diverse across the riding as the people who populate it. Groups have formed with
common bonds from individual streets such as the Aberdeen Avenue Residents Association, to
large communities such as the St. Lawrence Market Neighbourhood Association.
Regardless of their size of the population that they represent, the residents associations of
Toronto Centre are an invaluable resource in the community planning process. Moving forward
into the future, all of these associations should be included in decision making at all levels of
government, for the associations represent the individuals that are the reason for government
investment in the area. There is an opportunity to consult with these groups to provide a vision
for their respective areas and they are an integral element to the success of this Community
Action Plan.
Appendix B lists the active associations within the Toronto Centre boundaries. It is interesting to
note that a few of them overlap, illustrating how different groups have differing opinions on
neighbourhood boundaries and how more communication between groups is needed to ensure
that all areas are services and some are not over serviced.

Business Improvement Areas
Similar to the range of residents associations in Toronto Centre, the businesses of Toronto
Centre vary from small corner stores to store fronts for world-renowned fashion designers. A
number of these businesses have united to create Business Improvement Areas (BIA’s)
throughout Toronto Centre. These BIA’s have not only provided a voice for a number of
businesses throughout the area, but have created stronger communities and greater economic
opportunity for the entire geographic area. Through self-imposed levies, streets have been
beautified and people have been drawn to the area through strong marketing and innovative
festivals and neighbourhood events.
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The Toronto Centre Community Action Plan looks to provide a vision for the area well into the
next 10-15 years. By linking in with the pre-existing networks of neighbourhoods and businesses,
there is great opportunity to build a strong vision for Toronto Centre. While it may be impossible
to consult with each individual resident and business on what their priorities are, these
organized groups offer a substantial opportunity for moving into the future.
The current Toronto Centre BIAs are listed below and corresponding map can be found in
Appendix C.
•
•
•
•
•

Downtown Yonge BIA
Church-Wellesley BIA
St. Lawrence Market BIA
Cabbagetown BIA
Bloor-Yorkville BIA

Civic Society Groups
Toronto Centre is one of the most socially active riding in Ontario. There are over 300 various
community organizations, educational institutions and ethnic groups in the riding with a diverse
range of values, interests and assets. There are approximately 11 religious organizations, 22
ethnic groups, 25 schools and educational institutions, 106 service providers, 43 neighbourhood
associations, 15 long term health care providers, and 80 housing and tenants groups. Residents
are highly engaged in the riding, whether they are in a building tenants’ association or youth
skills advancement group there are ample resources at hand in Toronto Centre.

Access to Education
•
•
•
•

Invest in ideas that become businesses and new services
Invest in people by building talent and ideas for an innovative economy
Substantial provincial investments by both the Ministry of Research and Innovation and
the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities
Ryerson University
o The newly designed Digital Media Zone serves as a space for students and alumni to
collaborate and share ideas. The first of its kind at Ryerson University, it is fully
equipped and provides users with plenty of space, resources and equipment and is a
step forward toward the knowledge-based economy of the 21st century.

Energy and the Environment
The CAP proposes a community energy plan to look at how energy is used in Toronto Centre and
find opportunities for conservation and renewable energy sources. An example of renewal
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energy projects is the proposal by residents on Laurier Ave in Cabbagetown to install geothermal
heating on their street. This would reduce their electricity costs by approximately 60%.
Other examples of renewable energy sources that are in the process of being implemented in
Toronto Centre include:
•

Regent Park District Energy
o

•

As part of the Regent Park revitalization plan which is currently underway, a
district energy plant will provide an environmentally friendly alternative to
traditional energy sources. The Regent Park Community Energy System will
provide heating and cooling along with hot water to the buildings in the new
development and will reduce green house gas emissions equivalent to taking
66,000 vehicles off the road for a year. This project will provide clean energy to
the area and is a cost effective alternative to other energy options.

Mayor’s Tower Renewal
Scattered around the City of Toronto are a collection of older apartment
buildings that were constructed through 1950-1980. Today these buildings
house a significant portion of Toronto’s population, but have not been able to
keep up with new technologies and constant maintenance. There are a number
of buildings in Toronto Centre that would fall into this category of buildings and
there is great opportunity to improve these structures.
o As part of the “Mayor’s Tower Renewal” project spearheaded by the City of
Toronto, the city is investing in these buildings to increase energy efficiency,
provide green alternatives to heating and cooling along with improving access to
these buildings to the surrounding area. This project has received world-wide
recognition for its ingenuity and has great potential to improve the living
conditions of those who call the buildings home.

o

•

There are several measures being taken in the West Don Lands development that will
result in environmentally sustainable buildings.

Health, Wellness, and Aging
Goal
Our goal is to work with the Toronto Central LHIN and service providers funded by the LHIN
within the riding to create a Toronto Centre Community Health Care Plan to map out a strategy
for how to respond to local health challenges over the next ten years, and to gain a better
understanding of the issues facing the organizations The plan would seek to identify how
10
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integration, innovation, outreach and mapping out the concerns of the community can lead to
important changes over the next 10 years.

Objectives
•

•
•
•

Become familiar with the health care and service organizations within Toronto Centre
through a number of avenues including a survey to be filled out by the organizations,
and a series of meetings and roundtables
Identify the issues and challenges facing the organizations and the community
Set a list of priorities
Create a plan to address the challenges

Outcomes
•
•
•
•
•

Demonstrate the success of the LHIN’s initiatives in Toronto Centre
Collect and analyze the data available for Toronto Centre health care indicators
Identify some of the challenges some of the Toronto Centre residents will face
Conducting a pilot project in a high needs community
Develop a series of broad recommendations based on the critical health care issues
facing all of Toronto Centre, such as an aging population

Stakeholders
There are 52 health service providers funded by the Toronto Central LHIN that have been
identified within Toronto Centre. They have been divided into 12 categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Centres for Women (4)
Aboriginal Centres (1)
French Language (2)
Senior Citizens (4)
Social Services (21)
HIV and AIDS (3)
Persons with Disabilities (6)
Centres for Homeless and Poverty (3)
Education (3)
Cultural Centre (1)
Youth Centres (2)
Chemical Dependency (2)
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7. Neighbourhood Information: What We Heard
Neighbourhood Introduction
During the month of November 2010, five neighbourhood centered community meetings were
held.
•
•
•
•
•

Corktown/Distillery District Neighbourhood – Monday, November 8th
St. James Town Neighbourhood – Tuesday, November 9th
St. Lawrence Neighbourhood – Wednesday, November 17th
Cabbagetown Neighbourhood – Wednesday, November 24th
Regent Park Neighbourhood – Thursday, November 25th

The purpose of these meetings was to gain insight into how residents interact with and define
their neighbourhood in terms of what works and what needs to be improved. Exercises such as
identifying the boundaries of the neighbourhood and places of special interest, as well as the
strengths and challenges of each neighbourhood allowed us to better understand how residents
perceive the areas in which they live. This information will be used as a basis for the
recommendation in the Community Action Plan and any further investment in the
neighbourhoods.
In 2011, a second phase of neighbourhood meetings will take place in Toronto Centre in
neighbourhoods not covered in the first phase. We will hold neighbourhood planning meetings
in each of these neighbourhoods to gain feedback.
The following is a summary of the information gathered at the meeting with St. Lawrence
residents.

St. Lawrence
Neighbourhood Context
The St. Lawrence neighbourhood is a mixed-use neighbourhood located in the southern part of
Toronto Centre. The St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association serves the area bound by
Parliament on the East, Yonge on the West, Queen on the North and the railway tracks on the
south and these boundaries are often considered to be the St. Lawrence Neighbourhood.
During community discussions, however, boundaries were sometimes considered to extend
west to Bay, east to the Don River with the northern boundary defined less clearly with
Adelaide, Queen and Shuter Streets all mentioned. The St. Lawrence Neighbourhood includes
unique neighbourhoods within it, notably Old Town and The Market.
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Neighbourhood Assets
Location and Walkability
•

•

Walkability and close proximity to amenities, health institutions such as St. Michaels
Hospital and the University Health Network, services and a healthy variety of retail and
restaurants contribute to this neighborhood’s livability.
The Esplanade, with its lively restaurants and patios, was noted as a street that
conducive to mingling. The area enjoys proximity to both the waterfront and the
financial district.

People
•
•
•
•
•

Neighbourhood has a strong sense of community, where people are friendly and helpful
towards one another
Diverse neighbourhood includes residents with diverse income levels, cultures and ages
including a high proportion of seniors
Much volunteer contributions of seniors and positive senior/youth interactions
Success as a mixed-income neighbourhood which includes both market-rate
condominiums, successful co-ops and public housing.
Benefits from both the St. Lawrence Market BIA and the St. Lawrence Neighbourhood
Association. Many residential buildings benefit from active residents groups within
them.

Built Form and Heritage
•

•
•

The St. Lawrence neighbourhood benefits from a rich built heritage and boasts a
number of iconic architectural heritage landmarks such as the Flat Iron Building, St.
James Cathedral, St. Lawrence Market and the streetscapes of King and Front streets.
The St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association is currently working with the City on a
proposal to designate the neighbourhood as a Heritage Conservation District.
The “humanly scaled”, mid-rise nature of the neighbourhood was similarly recognized as
an asset.

Culture and Tourism
•
•

Cultural assets such as the Lorraine Kimsa Theatre for Young People, the Sony Centre,
and the summer festival, Buskerfest bring life and tourism to the neighbourhood.
The St. Lawrence Market brings in fresh local produce and artisanal goods and draws
visitors from all corners of the city and beyond.
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Parks and Green space
•
•

Crombie, Bercy and St. James Cathedral Parks and the elementary school playground
were noted as experiencing a high level of patronage.
Residents voiced a desire for more parks and green spaces as well as the need for
improved maintenance of parks trees and regular watering of trees.

Other Assets
•

George Brown College, the Lower Jarvis Community Centre and police station in the
neighbourhood all received mention as assets.

Challenges
Cost of Housing and State of Shelters
•
•
•

•

Rapidly increasing rents and shortage of affordable housing, particularly family-sized
units
Overcrowding in units
Need for affordable units to be included within new at-market developments
(inclusionary housing) combining senior and student housing ,and a national housing
strategy were raised as ideas for dealing with the rising need for affordable units.
Residents expressed concerns with existing shelter conditions, and called for more
dignity within them, stating that they are currently a health hazard.

Social Assistance and the Special Diet
•
•

The low amount for social assistance payments and potential elimination of the Special
Diet
Concerns that many low income residents’ lack a voice.

Access to Nutritious Foods
•

•
•

Grocers Rabba, Metro, Sobey’s and the St. Lawrence Market were noted as assets
however there is still a desire for more grocery stores, particularly lower priced
supermarkets.
The St. Lawrence Market’s hours of operation were criticized as inconvenient.
Adovated for the creation of a community vegetable garden and incorporating a meal
program whereby culinary students from George Brown would cook meals for residents
in seniors’ homes.
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Accessibility and Transportation
•
•

•

•
•

•

The large number of seniors in the neighbourhood highlights the need for improvements
to accessibility.
Accessibility barriers remain within some public institutions such as lack of elevator
access at the King subway station (?) and the non-accessible Adelaide post office
(although this comment might well be referring to Toronto’s First Post Office, a Museum
run by a non-profit heritage preservation association Town of York Historical Society).
Ensuring prompt snow removal, side walk maintenance and accessible transit is
particularly essential to the high number of seniors and physically disabled residents in
the neighbourhood.
Lack of bike lanes and direct transit to Union Station Access to the Waterfront
While proximity of the lake front is an asset, accessing the waterfront is difficult.
Recently created public spaces, Sherbourne Commons and Sugar Beach have helped to
make the waterfront more accessible.
The Gardiner Expressway and Lakeshore Boulevard were mentioned as negative aspects
to St. Lawrence residents.

Health Care
•
•
•
•

More attention for Homecare and the need for services to help seniors stay in their
homes
Difficulty accessing family doctors
Need for better regulation of private patient transfer services to ensure proper training
of personnel and high level of service was raised.
Need to train more doctors and “deal with” the licensing of foreign-trained professionals

Heritage Preservation and Ensuring Responsible Development
•
•

•

Ensuring responsible development has been recognized as a challenge and the Ontario
Municipal Board was criticized as acting in favour of developers.
The high cost of hiring professional witnesses and lawyers prevents many
neighbourhood groups from fairly participating in OMB hearings and the St. Lawrence
Neighbourhood Association has experienced this.
Further increase in density was listed as a concern as were the loss of views due to new
developments.

Opportunities and Projects
Environment
•

Retrofitting old buildings to be more energy efficient was one area.
15
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Encouraging the use of solar panels with improved aesthetic design was another.
Larger building setbacks would allow for more patios and social interaction outdoors as
a way to reduce energy consumption during the summer months whilst also
contributing to the vibrancy of the neighbourhood.
Noise pollution from construction, dust, traffic, litter and air pollution were concerns.
Residents raised the need to enforce noise by-laws with regards to construction.

Health Care
•
•
•

Creation of integrated team-based health management with special emphasis on health
promotion, nutrition and prevention
A “one stop shop” for a health and wellness centre where a variety of health services
could be accessed.
More community-based direction of health institutions, for example having a
community-led board at St. Michael’s Hospital.

Education
•
•

More affordable of post-secondary education and recreational courses offered at the St.
Lawrence community centre
Desire for beginner computer literacy classes for seniors and greater communications
between schools and the community.

Employment and the Economy
•
•

Local job creation, particularly for youth and seniors and encouraging businesses in the
neighbourhood to hire locals.
It was noted that the Ministry of Tourism previously sponsored a program which
attracted heritage-based tourism but, unfortunately, it no longer exists.

8. Next Steps
We are committed to moving forward with our Community Action Plan to implement and create
change in Toronto Centre. The Community Action Plan will work with existing plans in the
neighbourhood. In early 2011, we will also hold another round community planning meetings in
the phase one neighbourhoods and ask for more detailed feedback.
By creating a communication network of mailings, email, websites and other forms of
communication, there is greater chance for more of the public to become involved and more
input will be possible.
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9. Appendices
Appendix A - Policy and Planning
Existing Planning Policies and Legislation
Federal
• Funding for Waterfront Toronto Initiatives
• Canada-Ontario-Toronto Memorandum of Understanding on Immigration and
Settlement (2006)
Provincial
• Planning Act
• Places to Grow Act
• Provincial Policy Statements
• Metrolinx Big Move
• City of Toronto Act***
• Green Belt Act
Municipal
• Toronto Official Plan
• Secondary Plan***
• Zoning Bylaws
• Precinct Plans
• Design Guidelines
• Other Guidelines and Initiatives (Green Buildings Roofs, Replacing Rental)
Existing Plans and Plans Under Study
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ryerson University Master Plan
University of Toronto Master Plan
Community Improvement Plans Downtown-Yonge, Bloor-Yorkville, and Cabbagetown
Waterfront Toronto: Underpass Park Plan, East Bayfront Plan, Portlands
West Donlands (Collaboration Waterfront Toronto and Infrastructure Ontario)
George Brown Campus Expansion
Regent Park Revitalization Plan
Regent Park Social Development Plan
Cabbagetown BIA Plan
Tower Renewal Project
Gardiner Expressway Environmental Assessment
First Parliament Site Rezoning Study
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•
•
•
•
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Cabbagetown Historical District
Urban Design Guidelines by Bloor-Yorkville BIA
Streetscape Plan by Downtown-Yonge BIA
South Rosedale, North Rosedale, Moore Park Historical Planning Regimes
Sherbourne Street Bicycle Plan
Queens Quay East Light Rail Transit Plan
Downtown-Yonge BIA TTC Subway Station Modernization Proposals
Corktown Residents and Business Association’s Urban Design Guideline Initiative
Toronto Bicycle Plan Initiatives for Ward 27 and 28
Jarvis Street Revitalization Plan
Toronto District School Board Capital and Enrolment Plan
St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Design Guidelines
City of Toronto St. Lawrence Light Plan
North St. Lawrence Market Revitalization Plan
Health Care Sector Plans St. Michael’s Hospital, Sherbourne Health, Palliative Care
Institute, Grace Hospital Site, Women’s College Hospital
Evergreen Brickworks Revitalization Plan
GO Transit CPR Corridor Transit Plan (Metrolinx Big Move)
City of Toronto Planning Department Rosedale Ravine Enhancement Plan
ORC 222 Jarvis Street Revitalization
Toronto Reference Library Revitalization Plan
Ryerson University’s Maple Leaf Gardens Revitalization Plan

Neighbourhood Plans and Non-Profit Initiatives
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mid-town Toronto Community Services Relocation Initiative
Central Neighbourhood House Plan
Laurier-Avenue Energy Plan
Cabbagetown Historical District Committee Initiative for a HCD
Church Wellesley BIA Design Guidelines
Regent Park Neighbourhood Initiative Plan
Expansion of the Distillery District Theatre Proposal***

Proposed Future Plans***
•
•
•
•
•

Queen’s Park Precinct Plan
Church-Wellesley Neighbourhood Association’s Secondary Plan Proposal
East of River Secondary Plan Proposal
Downtown Relief Line (Metrolinx)
Front Street Corridor Plan
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St. James Town Community Improvement Proposal

Potential Initiatives for Reuse of Government Lands
•
•
•
•
•

880 Bay Street
Opera Lands
LCBO Lands, Former OPP Headquarters
Mill Street properties
222 Jarvis Street
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Appendix B –Neighbourhood Associations
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Appendix C – BIA’s
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